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11. Water Resources
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1. Rain (or Rainwater) is the main source of freshwater.

2. A handpump draws water by hand to take out water from under the Earth.

3. Adamis also called a multi-purpose project.

4. Excess water in a dam is collected in a reservoir.

5. Surface water refers to water that we get on the Earth’s surface.

B. Match the following dams with the rivers on which they are built

e 1. Tehri Dam — c. Bhagirathi

o 2. Mettur Dam — e. Kaveri



e 3. Hirakud Dam — a. Mahanadi
e 4. Farakka Barrage — b. Ganga
e 5, Sardar Sarovar Dam — d. Narmada

C. Write True or False

1. Farmers depend on rainwater for irrigation. — True
2. Tanks carry water from rivers to the fields. — False (Canals carry water from rivers to fields)
3. The Indira Gandhi Canal brings water from the Sutlej river. — True
4. The force of falling water is used to generate electricity. — True
5. A damis built across a canal. — False (Dams are built across rivers)
D. Answer the following questions
1. What are the different sources of water?
The main sources of water are:
e Rainwater: The primary source of freshwater on Earth.
e Surface Water: Water found in rivers, lakes, ponds, streams, and reservoirs.

e Groundwater: Water stored beneath the Earth's surface in aquifers, accessed through wells,
tube wells, and handpumps.

2. Write down the differences between groundwater and surface water.

Feature Surface Water Groundwater

. Present beneath the Earth's surface
Location Present on the surface of the Earth. L )
inside rocks and soil.
Wells, tube wells, handpumps, and

Sources Rivers, lakes, ponds, seas, and oceans. i
natural springs.



Feature Surface Water Groundwater

Directly exposed to the atmosphere and Naturally filtered by soil and rock

Exposure .
prone to open pollution. layers underground.

3. What types of irrigation are used by farmers in our country?

The common methods of irrigation used by Indian farmers are:
e Canals: Artificial channels diverted from rivers or reservoirs to fields (e.g., Indira Gandhi Canal).
e Wells and Tube Wells: Underground water drawn up using handpumps or electric pumps.

e Tanks: Natural or artificial depressions used to collect and store rainwater, commonly used in
southern India.

e Sprinkler and Drip Irrigation: Modern systems that supply water directly near the roots or spray
it like rain to save water.

4. What is a dam? Give some examples and the names of the states where they are located.
A dam is a solid barrier built across a river to hold back water, control floods, and create a reservoir for
future use.
e Tehri Dam — Uttarakhand
¢ Bhakra Nangal Dam — Himachal Pradesh / Punjab border
e Hirakud Dam — Odisha
e Sardar Sarovar Dam — Gujarat
e Mettur Dam — Tamil Nadu
5. Why are dams important to us?
Dams are known as multipurpose projects because they serve multiple vital needs:

e Electricity Generation: Water falling from a height turns turbines to produce hydroelectricity.

e Irrigation: Stored water is supplied through canal networks to agricultural fields during dry
seasons.

e Flood Control: Dams regulate excess river flow during heavy rains, preventing destructive floods.



o  Water Supply: They provide drinking and domestic water to nearby towns and cities.

e Fish Breeding and Recreation: Reservoirs support inland fisheries, boating, and tourism.



