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And then you can see,
It's a river again.
The difference you'll see,

When you drop your penny,

The river has splashes,
The sky hasn't any.

—John Ciardi

3 About the poet €-

John Ciardi was an American poet. He was also a translator and etymologist. He started his
career teaching English in the University of Kansas city and was also a regular commentator on
National Public Radio.

COMPREHENSION @

A. Tick (v') the correct option.

1. According to the poet, until you throw something into a river, it looks like a
piece of

i) paper
i) sky
iii) cloth
2. When does the river have splashes?
i) Upon throwing ashoe

ii) Upon throwing a penny

L BN S

iii) Upon throwing a toy

(é‘?’;
~~ penny : a small sum of money, splashes : an amount of liquid scattered

e
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B. Write ‘T’ for true and ‘F’ for false statements.

1. The poet wants to throw a fat maninto theriver. EFJ
2. The skytoo hassplashes like the river. @
3. The poetseestheriver below from the top of a bridge.

C. Answer the following questions.

1. The sky does not get splashes when the poet throws a thinginto the river, why?
2. Whereisthe poet standing?
3. Whatall does the poet talk of throwing into the river?

4. How does the poet prove that the piece of sky in the river is not real?

D. Read the following extracts and answer the questions that follow.
1. Fromthetop ofa bridge,
The river below
i) Whereisthe poet?
i) Whatisthe poettryingtosay?
iii) How according to the poet can we differentiate between the sky and the
river?

2. Andthenyoucan see
It's ariver again.
i) Whatdoes'andthen'referto?
ii) Haveyou ever tried what the poet says?
iii) Which things are being talked about in the poem?

APPRECIATION ge ®

E. Write the rhyming words for:

1. stone

2. river

3. sky

4. penny
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