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COMPREHENSION

original thinker,

William Blake (1757-1827) was an English poet, painter and printmaker.
Largely unrecognised during his lifetime, Blake is now considered a
seminal figure in the history of the poetry and visual arts of the Romantic
Age. His writings have influenced countless writers, poets and artists
through the ages and he has been deemed both a major poet and an

A. Write ‘T’ fortrue and ‘F’ for false statements.

1.

2
3
4.
5

The speaker in the poem is a young girl.

. The chirping of birds marks the beginning of the day.
. According to the poet, the children like to spend time in school.
The speaker in the poem accompanies with the distant huntsman.

. According to the poet, a bird can sit and sing happily inside a cage.

B. Answer the following questions.

1

2;
3
4.

In what mood does the poem begin?
Which creatures give the boy “sweet company”?
Why do you think that a bird cannot sing in a cage?

What drives all joy away?

C. Read the following extracts and answer the questions that follow.

3

tinal : highly original and influential, deemed : regarded

SEN

Ilove torise inasummer morn,

When the birds sing on every tree;
The distant huntsman winds his horn,
And the skylark sings with me:

Oh, what sweet company!

i) Whoisthe speaker of theselines?

ii) Isthe speakeranature lover? Give reasonsto supportyour answer.

iii) Pick the sets of rhyming words from the stanza.

)

(

A
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A metaphor is a figure of speech that describes one thing as if it were something else to
make a comparison. For example : He was a lion in the battlefield.

. The poem, ‘ The Schoolboy’ is full of metaphors. What do you think these could
mean?

cruel eye (stanza-2)

learning’s bower (stanza-3)

droop his tender wing (stanza-4) a4

buds (stanza-5)

tender plants (stanza-5)

. Metaphors and similes are figures of speech that you use to add colour and

richness to your writing. Tick (v) whether the sentences given below contain
similes or metaphors.

1. “Chocolate is my ray of sunshine on a bad day,” admitted Rekha.
a) Simile D b) Metaphor @

2. The lettuce was_af_crispigan early fall morning.
a) Simile b) Metaphor

3. The bar of soap was a slippery eel.

L]
a) Simile [ |b) Metaphor Q/
Fi

4. These girls are like peas in a pod. .

a) Simile 'b) Metaphor
\‘;_
O (
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